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(54) RECEIVER APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CONTROLLING REFERENCE FREQUENCY IN 
THE RECEIVER APPARATUS 



(57) A received signal is subjected to an orthogonal 
demodulation in ortliogonal demodulating section 102, 
tlie signal undergone orthogonal demodulation is con- 
verted into digital signal in A/D converting sections 1 03a 
and 103b, that digital signal is then despread in de- 
spreading sections 1 04a and 1 04b, the frequency error 
which is used as an output is calculated by adding the 
frequency error of the despread signal in frequency error 
calculating section 105 for a set number-of-times, the 
frequency control value is updated in frequency control 
value updating section based on the calculated frequen- 
cy error, the reference frequency signal corresponding 



to the updated frequency control value is outputted by 
voltage control oscillator 1 07. At that time, the power of 
the signal which is subjected to orthogonal demodula- 
tion is calculated in power calculating section 108, the 
frequency error in frequency error calculating section 
105 that is corresponds to the calculated power and 
which is added for a number-of-times is changed in ad- 
dition number-of-times calculating section 109, and the 
frequency control interval is changed. Thus, the time un- 
til a frequency control value approaches the last stable 
value can be shortened, and transmission/reception 
quality can be improved. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to a receiving apparatus and a reference frequency control method in the re- 
spective receiving apparatus. 

Baci^g round Art 

10 [0002] In recent years, demands for terrestrial mobile communication services such as mobile telephone, cellular 
phone, etc. have been remarkably increased, and the technology to use frequency efficiently for accommodating large 
user capacity over a limited frequency bandwidth becomes an important technology. 

[0003] CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access) method attracts attention as one of the multiple access method for 
the technology to use frequency efficiently. A CDMA method is a multiple access method that uses spread spectrum 
15 communication technology in which it is possible to achieve superior communication quality and flexible high speed 
data communication. The U.S. Patent No. 4,901,307 serves as an example of a mobile communication system based 
on CDMA technology. 

[0004] In a mobile handset apparatus of a mobile communication system, a method for automatically adjusting the 
reference frequency to base station reference frequency that is used by Automatic Frequency Control (AFC) circuit 
20 which is inside the mobile handset apparatus has been generally used. The Japanese Patent No. 2728034 serves as 
an example of an AFC circuit which Is used in a CDMA system. 

[0005] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a conventional receiving apparatus. 
[0006] Orthogonal demodulating section 2 performs orthogonal demodulation of a signal received by antenna 1 . 
[0007] A/D converting section 3a converts the analog signal of l-channel subjected to orthogonal demodulation by 
25 orthogonal demodulating section 2 into a digital signal, and A/D converting section 3b converts the analog signal of 
Q-channel subjected to orthogonal demodulation by orthogonal demodulating section 2 into a digital signal. 
[0008] Despreading section 4a despreads the signal digitally converted by A/D converting section 3a, and despread- 
ing section 4b despreads the signal digitally converted by A/D converting section 3b. 

[0009] Frequency error calculating section 5 calculates the frequency error, to be described later, using both Q-signal 
30 spread by spreading section 4b and l-signal spread by spreading section 4a. 

[0010] Frequency control value updating section 6 updates a frequency control value based on the frequency error 
obtained by frequency error calculating section 5. 

[0011] Voltage control oscillator 7 generates a reference frequency signal according to frequency control value up- 
dated by frequency control value updating section 6, and outputs the generated signal to orthogonal demodulating 

35 section 2. 

[0012] As shown in FIG. 2, frequency error calculating section 5 further comprises frequency error detecting section 
8 that detects the frequency error and frequency error adding section 9 that adds the detected frequency error. 
[0013] Frequency error detecting section 8 provided with delay section 10a which delays the Q-signal Q(t) only by 
a previously determined period At (delay amount), delay section 10b which delays the l-signal l(t) only by the afore- 
40 mentioned period At, multiplier 1 1 a which multiplies the l-signal l(t) by a Q-signal Q(t-At) delayed in delay section 1 0a, 
multiplier 11b which multiplies the Q-signal Q(t) by an l-signal l(t-At) delayed in delay section 10b, and subtracter 12 
which obtains the difference of the outputs of multipliers 11 a and lib. 

[0014] Frequency error adding section 9 performs a set number of addition of the frequency error detected by fre- 
quency error detecting section 8. 
45 [0015] The operation of frequency error calculating section 5 having the aforementioned configuration will be ex- 
plained below. 

[0016] In a mobile communication system based on CDMA technology, an unmodulated channel known as a pilot 
channel which is used to synchronize in receiving apparatus is transmitted. 

[0017] The l-signal l(t) and Q-signal Q(t) which are obtained after despreading that pilot channel are shown in equa- 
50 tion (1) and equation (2), below 

I (t) = A-cos(|) (t) (1) 

55 

Q (t) = A ■ sin<|) (t) (2), 
where A represents the amplitude and 6(t) represents the carrier phase. 
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[0018] Moreover, both signals l(t) and Q(t) are delayed only by a period At, each one of the delayed signals l(t-At) 
and Q(t-At) is subjected to a cross-multiplication process, and if considering the calculation to subtract one of this 
multiplication result from the other, then the following equation is obtained 

5 
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= A2 • s 


in {A0 (t)} - (3) , 





Where A(|) (t) = c|) (t) - (|) (t-At). 

[0019] Since the above A(|)(t) is practically small and the approximation sin{A(|)(t)} A(|)(t) is applied, it is possible to say 
that equation (3) is equivalent to the rotation amount of the carrier phase. In the present invention, the rotation amount 
20 of the carrier phase is simply referred to as a frequency error. 

[0020] The calculation of equation (3) is performed by frequency error detecting section 8 which has the aforemen- 
tioned configuration. 

[0021] However, it is assumed that the interference components in the l-signal l(t) and Q-signal Q(t) which are ob- 
tained after desp reading the pilot channel are not considered in the above calculation, frequency error detecting section 
25 8 cannot obtain the correct frequency error since, in practical point of view, interference components are exist. 

[0022] Frequency error which is detected by frequency error detecting section 8 is subjected to an addition process 
of a set number in frequency error adding section 9. Thus, it is possible to obtain frequency error with high reliability 
because the effects of interference components can be reduced relatively. 

[0023] An example of an updated frequency control value in the aforementioned configurationwhich is varied with 
30 time is shown in FIG.3. In such a case, the frequency control value is updated by a frequency control step (±V1) in 
frequency control value updating section 6 based on positive/negative of frequency error calculated in frequency error 
calculating section 5 every frequency control period (T1) as shown in FIG. 3. 

[0024] However, in the conventional apparatus, when long frequency control interval (T1 ) is set in order to increase 
the detection accuracy of frequency error as the frequency control interval (T1) and frequency control step (V1) are 
35 both fixed values, or when a small frequency control step (V1 ) is set in order to reduce the error of the last stable value 
of the frequency control, there is a problem that the time of converging the frequency control values until approaching 
a last stable value (frequency offset = 0) will increase. Consequently, a problem of deteriorating the transmission quality 
is occurred because the time to approach a stable reference frequency becomes long. 

40 Disclosure of the Invention 

[0025] It is an object of the present invention to introduce a receiving apparatus and a reference frequency control 
method in the receiving apparatus that can improve the transmission/reception quality by shortening an interval until 
the frequency control value approaches the last stable value. 

45 [0026] According to an aspect of the present invention, a receiving apparatus comprises frequency error calculating 
section that calculates a frequency error using a received signal, frequency control value updating section that updates 
a frequency control value to control a reference frequency, based on the frequency error calculated by the frequency 
error calculating section, and frequency control interval setting section that sets a frequency control interval which is 
used when the frequency control value is updated by the frequency control value updating section, wherein the fre- 

50 quency control value updating section performs the updating processing of the frequency control value based on the 
frequency error using the frequency control interval set by the frequency control interval setting section. 
[0027] Preferably, the aforementioned receiving apparatus further comprises strength calculating section to calculate 
strength of the received signal, wherein the frequency error calculating section calculates an output frequency error 
by adding a frequency error used for addition which is obtained from the received signal using a set addition number- 

55 of-times, and the frequency control interval setting section sets the frequency control interval according to the set 
addition number-of-times by means of setting an addition number-of-times of the frequency error used for addition 
which is used when the output frequency error is calculated by the frequency error calculating section, according to 
the strength of the received signal calculated by the strength calculating section. 
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[0028] Moreover, preferably, in the aforementioned receiving apparatus, tine frequency error calculating section cal- 
culates an output frequency error by adding a frequency error used for addition which is obtained from the received 
signal using a set addition number-of-times, and the frequency control interval setting section sets the frequency control 
interval according to the set addition number-of-tlmes by means of setting an addition number-of-times of the frequency 

5 error used for addition which is used when the output frequency error is calculated by the frequency error calculating 
section, according to the frequency error outputted from the frequency error calculating section. 
[0029] Furthermore, preferably, in the aforementioned receiving apparatus, the frequency error calculating section 
performs calculation processing of the frequency error using a set delay amount, and the frequency control Interval 
setting section sets the frequency control interval according to the set delay amount by means of setting a delay amount 

10 which is used when the frequency error is calculated by the frequency error calculating section, according to the fre- 
quency error calculated by the frequency error calculating section. 

[0030] According to another aspect of the present invention, a receiving apparatus comprises frequency error cal- 
culating section that calculates a frequency error using a received signal, frequency control value updating section that 
updates a frequency control value to control a reference frequency, based on the frequency error calculated by the 
15 frequency error calculating section, and frequency control amount setting section that sets a frequency control amount 
which is used when the frequency control value updating section updates the frequency control value, according to 
the frequency error calculated by the frequency error calculating section, wherein the frequency control value updating 
section carries out updating processing of the frequency control value based on the frequency error using frequency 
control amount set by the frequency control amount setting section. 

20 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0031] 

25 FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a conventional receiving apparatus; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a frequency error calculating section shown in FIG. 1 ; 
FIG. 3 is an exemplary graph illustrating a variation of a frequency control value with time when both frequency 
control interval and frequency control amount are fixed; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a receiving apparatus according to Embodiment 1 of the 
30 present invention; 

FIG. 5 is an exemplary graph illustrating a variation of a frequency control value with time in case of variable 
frequency control interval; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a receiving apparatus according to Embodiment 2 of the 
present invention; 

35 FIG. 7 is an exemplary graph illustrating a variation of a frequency control value with time in case of variable 

frequency control amount; and 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a receiving apparatus according to Embodiment 3 of the 
present invention. 

40 Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 

[0032] Embodiments of the present invention will hereinafter be specifically described with reference to the accom- 
panying drawings. 

45 (Embodiment 1) 

[0033] FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a receiving apparatus according to Embodiment 1 of the 
present invention. 

[0034] In the receiving apparatus according to the present embodiment, frequency control value is updated when 
50 frequency control interval is varied according to power level or frequency error amount. 

[0035] The receiving apparatus comprises antenna 1 01 , orthogonal demodulating section 1 02, A/D converting sec- 
tions 1 03a and 1 03b, despreading sections 1 04a and 1 04b, frequency error calculating section 1 05, frequency control 
value updating section 1 06, voltage control oscillator 1 07, power calculating section 1 08 and addition number-of-times 
calculating section 109. 

55 [0036] orthogonal demodulating section 1 02 performs orthogonal demodulation on the signal received by antenna 
101. 

[0037] A/D converting section 1 03a converts the analog signal of l-channel which is subjected to orthogonal demod- 
ulation in orthogonal demodulating section 1 02 into digital signal, and A/D converting section 1 03b converts the analog 
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signal of Q-channel which is subjected to orthogonal demodulation in orthogonal demodulating section 1 02 into digital 
signal. 

[0038] Despreading section 1 04a despreads the signal digitally converted in A/D converting section 1 03a, and de- 
spreading section 104b despreads the signal digitally converted in A/D converting section 103b. 
[0039] Frequency error calculating section 1 05 which has a configuration similar to frequency error calculating section 
5 in the aforementioned conventional receiving apparatus (refer to FIG. 2) calculates the frequency error defined by 
the aforementioned equation (3) using both l-signal despread in despreading section 104a and Q-signal despread in 
despreading section 104b. 

[0040] Frequency control value updating section 1 06 updates the frequency control value based on frequency error 
obtained from frequency error calculating section 105. Voltage control oscillator 107 generates a reference frequency 
signal according to frequency control value updated in frequency control value updating section 106 and outputs the 
result to orthogonal demodulating section 102. 

[0041] Power calculating section 108 calculates the strength (power) of both l-signal outputted from despreading 
section 104a and Q-signal outputted from despreading section 104b. Specifically, collecting the strength (power) of 
both I- and Q-signals of every path and then calculating the average or the sum thereof. 

[0042] Addition number-of-times calculating section 1 09 calculates the addition number-of-times of frequency error 
according to frequency error obtained from frequency error calculating section 105 or the power obtained from power 
calculating section 108. Specifically, when the power obtained from power calculating section 108 is large, a small 
addition number-of-times of frequency error is calculated in correspondence with such a power level, while if the afore- 
mentioned power is small, a large addition number-of-times of frequency error is calculated in correspondence with 
such a power level. In addition, when the frequency error obtained from frequency error calculating section 1 05 is large, 
a small addition number-of-times of frequency error is calculated in correspondence with such a frequency error 
amount, while if the aforementioned frequency error is small, a large addition number-of-times of frequency error is 
calculated in correspondence with such a frequency error amount. Then, the calculated addition number-of-times of 
frequency error is outputted, and the addition number-of-times of frequency error adding section 9 in frequency error 
calculating section 1 05 is controlled. Moreover, at the time of updating the frequency control value by frequency control 
value updating section 106, the frequency control interval is in proportion not only to the addition number-of-times 
which is in frequency error adding section 9 of frequency error calculating section 105 but also to the output interval 
of frequency error calculating section 105. 

[0043] Next, operation of the receiving apparatus which has the aforementioned configuration will be explained using 
FIG. 5. FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary graph of a time-based variation in frequency control value updated by the 
aforementioned configuration. 

[0044] Although the frequency error which is obtained from frequency error detecting section 8 is given in the afore- 
mentioned equation (3), but, when considering the interference component 1(t), the frequency error is given now as 
shown in the following equation (4) 

Frequency error=A^ ■ sin {A^ (t)} + I (t) (4). 

[0045] Frequency error adding section 9 adds the frequency error detected in frequency error detecting section 8 
only for the addition number-of-times set in addition number-of-times calculating section 109 so that the influence of 
interference component l(t) may become sufficiently small compared with the original frequency error component. 
[0046] Here, considering the case where the received power A^ obtained from power calculating section 1 08 is large, 
the influence of interference component l(t) is reduced by a small addition number-of-times because the original fre- 
quency error component from the beginning is larger than the interference component l(t). Thus, even when the adding 
number-of-times of frequency error is set small, it is possible to obtain a frequency error with high reliability. 
[0047] In addition, the frequency error control interval can be shortened by similarly setting a small frequency error 
addition number-of-times because the original frequency error component is larger than the interference component I 
(t) when the frequency error is large. 

[0048] In other words, when the received power is high or when frequency error is large as shown in FIG. 5, it is 
possible to set a short frequency control interval (refer to T2 in FIG. 5) as long as the frequency error is large. 
[0049] Thus, according to the receiving apparatus of Embodiment 1 , when the received power is high or when fre- 
quency error is large, it is possible to shorten an interval until the frequency control value approaches the last stable 
value because the frequency control interval is made possible to be shortened by variable controlling of addition number 
of times. Thus, it is possible to shorten the interval until stabilizing the reference frequency and hence, improving the 
transmission/reception quality. 
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(Embodiment 2) 

[0050] FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a receiving apparatus according to Embodiment 2 of the 
present invention. However, the corresponding similar components shown in FIG. 4 are assigned the same reference 
5 numerals and explanations thereof are omitted. 

[0051] In the receiving apparatus according to the present embodiment, frequency control amount is changed ac- 
cording to frequency error when updating the frequency control value. 

[0052] In addition to sections 101-106 in the configuration shown in FIG. 4, the corresponding receiving apparatus 
is provided with frequency control amount calculating section 201 . 

10 [0053] Frequency control amount calculating section 201 determines control amount (i.e., frequency control amount) 
which is used when frequency control value updating section 1 06 updates frequency control value based on frequency 
error calculated in frequency error calculating section 105. 

[0054] Next, the determining method of such a frequency control amount will be explained using FIG. 7. 
[0055] FIG. 7 is an exemplary graph illustrating a time-based variation in frequency control value updated by the 
15 configuration of Embodiment 2. 

[0056] The frequency error which is obtained in frequency error detecting section 8 is calculated by the aforemen- 
tioned equation (4). When frequency error is large, the frequency error calculated in the latter frequency error adding 
section 9 becomes large. 

[0057] When the calculated frequency error is large, the frequency control amount is set large (refer to V2 in FIG. 
20 7) in frequency control value updating section 1 06. Thus, it is possible to increase the speed near to last stable value 
of the frequency control value. Moreover, when the frequency error calculated in frequency error adding section 9 is 
small, the frequency control amount is set small (refer to V3 in FIG. 7). Thus, the stability of frequency control value 
can be improved. 

[0058] Therefore, according to the receiving apparatus of Embodiment 2, since the frequency control amount is set 
25 large when frequency control value is largely separated from the last stable value and frequency control amount is set 
small when frequency control value is near to last stable value, it is possible to shorten the interval until stabilizing the 
reference frequency and improve the stability within the interval of approaching the last value. Hence, possibly improv- 
ing the transmission/reception quality. 

30 (Embodiment 3) 

[0059] FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a receiving apparatus according to Embodiment 3 of the 
present invention. However, the corresponding similar components shown in FIG. 4 are assigned the same reference 
numerals and explanations thereof are omitted. 
35 [0060] In the receiving apparatus according to Embodiment 3, when calculating the frequency error, a delay amount 
is changed according to that frequency error. 

[0061] In addition to sections 101-106 in the configuration shown in FIG. 4, the corresponding receiving apparatus 
is provided with delay amount calculating section 301 . 

[0062] Delay amount calculating section 301 determines the amount of delay when calculating the frequency error 

40 according to frequency error from frequency error calculating section 105. 

[0063] The delay amount determining method will be explained hereinafter. The frequency error which is calculated 
in frequency error detecting section 8 is calculated by the aforementioned equation (4). In the case when the frequency 
error that is obtained in frequency error adding section 9 is large, it is possible to shorten the frequency control interval 
by setting a small delay amount At because the interference component l(t) may be small even if the setting of the 

45 delay amount At of delay sections 1 0a and 1 0b is small. 

[0064] Therefore, according to the receiving apparatus of Embodiment 3, because the delay amount At is set small 
and frequency error is large when frequency control value is largely away from the last stable value, frequency control 
interval becomes short even in the case when frequency error addition number-of-times is made a fixed value in fre- 
quency error adding section 9, and as shown in FIG. 5, it is possible to shorten the interval until the frequency control 

50 value approaches a last stable value. Hence, possibly improving the transmission/reception quality. 

[0065] Furthermore, the receiving apparatus given in either of the aforementioned Embodiment 1 to Embodiment 3 
can be simultaneously executed, and can be also similarly carried out in a mobile station apparatus. 
[0066] The present application is based on the Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-338965 filed on Nov. 7, 2000, 
entire content of which is expressly incorporated by reference herein. 

55 

Industrial Applicability 

[0067] The present invention is applicable to a receiving apparatus and to reference frequency control method in the 
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respective receiving apparatus provided in a base station or terminal apparatus (mobile station, etc.) in a mobile com- 
munication system which uses CDMA techniques. 



Claims 

1. A receiving apparatus comprising: 

frequency error calculating section that calculates a frequency error using a received signal; 
frequency control value updating section that updates a frequency control value to control a reference fre- 
quency, based on the frequency error calculated by said frequency error calculating section; and 
frequency control interval setting section that sets a frequency control interval which is used when the fre- 
quency control value is updated by said frequency control value updating section, 

wherein the frequency control value updating section performs the updating processing of the frequency 
control value based on the frequency error using the frequency control interval set by said frequency control interval 
setting section. 

2. The receiving apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising strength calculating section that calculates strength 
of the received signal, 

wherein said frequency error calculating section calculates an output frequency error by adding a frequency 
error used for addition which is obtained from the received signal using a set addition number-of-times, and 

wherein said frequency control interval setting section sets the frequency control interval according to the 
set addition number-of-times by means of setting an addition number-of-times of the frequency error used for 
addition which Is used when the output frequency error Is calculated by said frequency error calculating section, 
according to the strength of the received signal calculated by said strength calculating section. 

3. The receiving apparatus according to claim 1 , 

wherein said frequency error calculating section calculates an output frequency error by adding a frequency 
error used for addition which is obtained from the received signal using a set addition number-of-times, and 

wherein said frequency control interval setting section sets the frequency control interval according to the 
set addition number-of-times by means of setting an addition number-of-times of the frequency error used for 
addition which is used when the output frequency error is calculated by said frequency error calculating section, 
according to the frequency error outputted from said frequency error calculating section. 

4. A receiving apparatus comprising: 

frequency error calculating section that calculates a frequency error using a received signal; 
frequency control value updating section that updates a frequency control value to control a reference fre- 
quency, based on the frequency error calculated by said frequency error calculating section; and 
frequency control amount setting section that sets a frequency control amount which is used when said fre- 
quency control value updating section updates the frequency control value, according to the frequency error 
calculated by said frequency error calculating section, 

wherein said frequency control value updating section carries out updating processing of the frequency con- 
trol value based on the frequency error using frequency control amount set by said frequency control amount 
setting section. 

5. The receiving apparatus according to claim 1 , 

wherein said frequency error calculating section performs calculation processing of the frequency error using 
a set delay amount, and 

wherein said frequency control interval setting section sets the frequency control interval according to the 
set delay amount by means of setting a delay amount which is used when the frequency error is calculated by said 
frequency error calculating section, according to the frequency error calculated by said frequency error calculating 
section. 



6. A mobile station apparatus provided with the receiving apparatus according to any claim from claim 1 through 
claim 4. 
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A reference frequency controlling method in a receiving apparatus comprising: 

a frequency error calculating step of calculating a frequency error using a received signal; 

a frequency control value updating step of updating a frequency control value to control a reference frequency, 

based on the frequency error calculated in said frequency error calculating step; and 

a frequency control interval setting step of setting a frequency control interval which is used when the frequency 
control value is updated by said frequency control value updating step, 

wherein said frequency control value updating step carries out updating processing of the frequency control 
value based on the frequency error using the frequency control interval set in said frequency control interval setting 
step. 

A reference frequency control method in a receiving apparatus comprising: 

a frequency error calculating step of calculating a frequency error using a received signal; 

a frequency control value updating step of updating a frequency control value to control a reference frequency, 

based on the frequency error calculated in said frequency error calculating step; and 

a frequency control amount setting step of setting a frequency control amount which is used when said fre- 
quency control value updating step updates the frequency control value, according to the frequency error 
calculated in said frequency error calculating step, 

wherein said frequency control value updating step carries out updating processing of the frequency control 
value based on frequency error using frequency control amount set in said frequency control amount setting step. 
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